
The Town of Vienna is located approximately 15 miles west of Washington D.C. and is called 

home by approximately 16,000 residents.  With a geographic area of slightly over 4 square miles 

the Town is one of a handful of incorporated areas within Fairfax County.  The Town was 

primarily developed during the 1950s and 60s without the environmental benefits of 

Stormwater Management and Water Quality Treatment.  Further subdivision development in 

the 1980’s throughout the Town of Vienna increased impervious areas, enclosed tributaries, 

straightened streams, removed riparian buffers and steepened stream banks to allow more 

homes to be built.  Recently the Town has experienced a re-development boom leading to a 

further increase in impervious surfaces and a further burden on the receiving water courses.  

Predictably the receiving streams and channels have experienced incision, erosion and widening 

in response to the increase in water quantity as a result of 50 plus years of development.  Within 

Vienna’s four plus square miles is the watershed for the Wolftrap Creek section of the Difficult 

Run watershed and subject of this application.   
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